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danger of falling into a sort of pantheism; the
element of personality seems to fall into the back-
ground ; we are tempted to think that a Being so
vast can hardly have any personal relation to our
individual selves ; that our course in life is regulated
by general laws as uniform and as inflexible as the
laws which regulate dead matter. I would not for
a moment disparage this latter view provided it be
properly qualified, and associated with other ideas
which do not find their place in the mere physical
world.

On the other hand, the voice of conscience within
us speaks to us of a personal Being, to Whom we are
. accountable, with Whom we seem, as it were, to be
isolated. In this conception we, to a certain extent,
are apt to lose sight for the moment of His govern-
ment of all the hundreds of millions of our fellow-
men, just as much as ourselves, and of all the vast
universe, of the immensity of which the present
state of our scientific knowledge gives us such an
exalted conception.

Still this conception, though personal to ourselves,
is yet in a certain sense what we may call intangible.
Our senses give us no cognisance of any intercourse
between ourselves and an'in visible Being not our-
selves. The thought may naturally arise within us,
Is it in any way possible that we should have inter-
course with such a Being in some manner more or
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